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whether he would 'yet' achieve political success.
There was a second wave at the time of his Lebanon
mission, but, after his refusal of Bombay, that also
receded, leaving him in a parliamentary backwater for
a space of ten whole years. True it is that between
1862 and 1872 he held the posts of Under Secretary
at the India Office and the War Office. True it is
also that when Mr. Gladstone resumed power in 1868,
Lord Dufferin was given the sinecure of the Chan-
cellorship of the Duchy. True it is that in the follow-
ing year he was Chairman of a Government Com-
mission to enquire into the state of military education.
Yet at the India Office he had little to do ; his tenure
of his War Office appointment was not of long
duration; and his report on military education
(although prefaced by a most apt quotation from
Xenophon's Memorabilia) was to all intents and
purposes still-born. Again and again had his name
been mentioned for high office and there were
moments when the Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland and
even the Viceroyalty of India appeared within his
grasp. Yet the glorious promise of his boyhood and
early youth was not in any satisfactory sense fulfilled
until he reached the age of forty-five. And it is a sad
reflection that the mother who had watched over him
with such radiant devotion died before she could
persuade herself that he was not, after all, a failure.

The age of forty found him still a minor member
of the Government bench; and as the years passed
the early Hoppner effect of a young nobleman with a
resplendent future faded into a steel engraving in the
Illustrated London News. In 1871 he decided (in
disgust, perhaps, at having been obliged to support